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I In ComMEMoRATION of the great Diftrefs 
,: and wonderful Deliverance of God's People 
: onthe Nineteenth of April, 1775 ; where 


Hoftilities begun, and when the bloody War 
between Great-Britain and her Colonies com- 
menced. 
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The Lorn reigneth, let the Earth rejoice. 


Ps. 97, te 
The Lory reigneth let the People tremble. 


Ps. 99, 3. 
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The help we the LORD to be acknowledged 


and remembered. 
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Then Samuel took a “Stone, and fet rt between 

Mizpeb and Shen, and called the name of it 
". Ebenezer, faying, bitherto bath the LORD 
helped us. 


O commemorate the Nineteenth of 
April, 1775, when this diftrefling 
war began—To fympathize with the 
friends of thofe who fell the firft 
vidims to Briti/h tyranny in this place 
—To acknowledge the help of the Lord, which 
we have experienced in the courfe of the difpute—,_ 
And, to enceurage our truft in God to perfedt 
what is lacking, are, no doubt, among the defigns 
of this Auniverfary : Which are juftified and re- 
commended by antient ufages, and the exprefs 
command of God to paft ages upon fimilar occa- 
fions. For, if we look back upon the annals of 
_ time, and critically obferve the condué of divine 
providence in the various ages of the world, we 
fhall find Ged has not left himfelf without wit- 


nefs, 
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nefs, but has been doing good, filling the hearts 
of men with gladnefs. And both before and un- 
der the Jewi/h difpenfation, as well as in gofpel 
times, when God defigned to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of any peculiar perzod of time—re- 
markable event in providence, or extraordinary 
falvationwrought for his people,—He erected, or 
ordered monuments to be erected, as ftanding 
witnefles or monitors to mankind of their obliga- 
tion therefor.: Thus, the feventh day fabbath, 
was inftituted by Godas a day of ref in perpetu- 
al remembrance of the creation of the world, as 
the ebriffian-/abbath, was fince in remembrance of 
Chrift’s glorious refurreétion from the dead. 


Tuus it is the declared defign of the holy /up- 
per to keep alive the defign and agonies of his 
“death, who was facrificed for-us—as a witnels 
and monument of that great falvation which the 
whole world have reafon to rejoice in. The 
paffover was inftituted and obferved, as a fanding 
sanemorial of the departure of the J/raelites out of 
Egypt. Penteceft, to admonih of the reality and: 
tine. of the law’s being given on Simaz. The 
feaft of Tabernacles, as a memorial that the Ifrael- 
ites dwelt in tents in the wildernefs. Thus, the 
Stone at Bethel was fet up, as a continual memorial 
of that extraordinary revelation to Jacob in his 
. way to Padan-Aram. ‘Thus again, the monu- 
ment or heap of ftones called Gilead was a wit- 
nefs of the covenant between Laban and Jacob. 
And thus you remember, that the heap of ftones 
in the midft of Jordan, and the pile erected in 
Gilgal, 
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Gilgal, were ftanding memorials, to the ptefent 
and fucceeding generations, of the wonderful /al- 
vation wrought forthe I/raelites,in carrying them 
thro’ thofe waters, dry /hod. And, of the like 
nature and defign was the fone which Samuel fer 
up by the name of Ebenezer to keep alive the re- 
membrance of a great /alvation, wrought for thera 
in their fuccefs againft the Philifines. And this 
falvation will appear more worthy of remem- 
brance, if we confider fome peeuliar circumftan- 

ces by which it was preceeded. The Pbhilifiines, 

who came early into Palefine were a powerful 

people, even in Abraham's time: And, notwith= 
ftanding all the conquelts of Je/hua, they greatly 

opprefled Ifrael fince, under the Judges, under 

Saul, and in the beginning of David's reign. Ia 

particular we have mention made (in 4th Chap. 

of this Book) of two battles fought between 

Traeland the Philiftines ; in the fir of which, 

LYrael loft the battle and had four thoufand men 

flain ; upon which they conclude, and that juft-, 
ly, that the prefence of the Lord was not with 

them : They, therefore, fend for the Ark of God, 

trufting in the token of his prefence, rather than 

in the power of his arm ; hence they lofe a fe- 

cond battle when thirty thou/and fell,and the Ark 

of God, in which they trufted, was taken from 
them : Which fhews that the external tokens of 
God’s prefence afford no fecurity. ~ 


Arrer this,we find by our context, that//rael 
were bro’t to an humble dependance on the 


Atrength of the Lord ; and therefore, int big 


a 
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Samuel would not ceafe to pray forthem. Ag 
cordingly Samuel cried unto the Lord, and he 
heard him, and the Lord thundered with a great 
thunder that day upom the Philiftines, and dif. 
comfitted them : And the men of Ifracl went 
out of Mifpeh and purfued them and {motethem 
until they came to Bethcar, 


, Now this was fo affecting to Samuel, and was 
f deferving remembrance, that he erected a monu- 
ment, a ftone of Remembrance, and called it 
Ebenczer, {aying, hitherto hath the Lord helped 
us. Samuel, who had prayed for the mercy, now 
upon the receipt of it, fets up his Ebenezer as a 
memorial, that the falvation might be kept in 
everlafting remembrance.——We have only then 
to confider 


Tue valuable purpofes fach monuments ferve 
mand 


Tue frequent occafion a merciful God has 
given his people to fet them up——before we 
proceed to thofe addrefles which may finifh the 
difcourfe : 


First then, as to the valuable purpofes fuch 
monuments and fuch acknowledgments may 
ferve—I would obferve with reference to that of 
Samuel. 


1. THAT it was a perpetual remembrance.of 


the éifre/¢ Ifrael was in_on that day. 
; SALVATION 
- 3 
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SALVATION is a relative term, and itis almof 
impoflible to feperate the idea of a people's or per- 
fon’s deliverance, from that of the mifery or dans 
ger they were delivered from. ‘As the means 
of fafety fometimes dewakeH Oe idea of danger,”’ 


fo a memorial of a falvation is, at the fame time; 


a memorial of the diftrefs. Hence the monument 
that Samuel cre&ed, pointed to that day of dittrefs 
when the Philifines were coming againtt I/rael 
again: Diftrefs and confufion greatly heighten’d 
by their former diftrefles when Jacl fled before 
the Philiftines, and were flain by hundreds and 
thoufands ; which had left fach an hofror upon 
their minds, as was eafily roufed upon fuch an 
appearance. Now then, whien the Childten ‘of 
Lrael heard at Mi/peh, that the PAilifines were 
coming again upon them, they were afraid—they 
were’ furprized and plunged in the urmoft -per+ 
plexity with their fudden and enexpected onfer + 


as this people have been upon a like occafion — — 


The PhilAines attacked them in” an inglorious 
and cowardly manner ; when unarmed and in 
no pofture of defence ; yea, when met together 
for repentance and prayer ; as though they would 
mock their religion and their. God both. | And 
altho’ the P&iliffines {oon pay dear for their pre- 
fumption, yet the remembrance of I/rael's diftrefs 
on that day was never to be blotted out, 


2. THis monument and confeffion might 
teach humility and fabmifion under diftppoint- 
ments. No words cana be fuller of humility and 
tefignation than thofe that Samuel uttered ucon 
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the occafion—“ hitherto hath the Lord helped 
us ;" afcribing all to God———not murmuring 
that he did mot help before, when they were 
diftrefled and overcome; for he knew that God 
had not punifhed them according to their deferts, 
nor rewarded them according to their fins : No, 
but notwithftandiog our former rebukes and dif- 
appointments which we fuffered for our fin and 
idolatry; yet let us afcribe the falvation of this 
day to God who has remembered mercy for us 
in the midft of judgment. As tho’ he had faid, 
**it is of theLord’s mercy we are not confumed”— 
the Lord has not poured our the full vials of his 
indignation, but has made the wrath of man that 
is. gone forth to praife him, and the remainder 


thereof he has reftrained. Notuntous, not unto 


us, but to thy name be the glory of this falvation. 
For, we acknowledge in all that is bro’r upon us, 


thou haft panithed us lefs than our iniquities have 


deferved. 


3. THIS monument was a mark and evi- 
dence of God’s owning and bleffing a particular 
truft in bim. 


After Trae! had loft the laft battle mentioned 
before this, in which God fo remarkably appear- 
ed for them ; they were difpofed univerfally to 
reform, to put away their ftrange gods, and to 
return unto the Lord. Upon which Samuel pro- 
niifes them fuccefs againit their enemies. And 
it is faid they pet away Baalim and Afercth and 
ferved the Lord only”. And as men perfuaded 


ie that 
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that their help was not in falfe gods or in an 
arm of flefh but only in the Lord of Hofts ; 
and perfuaded that Samuel was 2 powerful and 
prevalent interceffor, like Jacob who had power 
with God and prevailed: ‘i hey fay to him, ‘‘ceafe 
not to cry unto the Lord our God for us that he 
will fave us out of the hands of the Philifines.” 
They were very folicitous that Samuel fhould - 
not ceafe to pray for them. 


Wuar military preparations were needful to 
/be made, they would undertake themfelves, but 
let Samuel continue, inftant in prayer: Perhaps 
—emembring that when Mo/es did-but let down 
his hand, ever fo little, Amalek prevailed. 


‘Tuts particular ptayerful treft in the Lord, 
God accepted and bleffed. 


IsRAEL could never be threatned more fea- 
fonably, faith one, than at this time, when they 
were repenting and praying. Nor, could the 
P hiliftines have acted more impolitickly forthem- 
felves, than to make war upon J/rae/ at the very 
time, when J/rael were making their peace with | 
God. 


But God permitted them to do it, that he 
might have opportunity, immediately, of crown- 
ing his people's reformation with tokens of his 
favour. And of confirming the words of his 
Meffnger, who had affured them that if they 
repented, God would deliver them out of the hand 
of the Philiftines. LHIs 
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4. T1s monument was a conflant memorial 
tothem and their pofterity, of the cbligations they 
were under to God for the /alvation of that Day. 


ua * 
Turoucn the imperfeatiog. of our memories ; 
the ingratitude of our hearts ; and the diverfions 
of a vain world ; we are apt to have thefe deep 
impreflions worn off, which are fometimes made 
upon our minds, by the extraordinary providences 
of God, and remarkable deliverances of his pec- 
ple from earthquakes or from enemies ; cither 
when he has made us to ftand ftill and fee his 
falvation, or, when he has ftrengthened us, and 
rematkably led us on to conquett. 


And, Samuel fenfible of this, altho’ he had no 
reafon to doubt bur J/rael were properly affected 
for the prefent, yet tho't proper to ereét a mo- 
pument.that fhould be a .conftant and perpetual 
monitor to Iyrael and their pofterity, that upon 
fuch a day the Lord wrought great deliverance’ 

“for them, which inferred an obligation of grati- 
tude and obedience on them and their pofterity ; 
like what Jofhua faid to the Reprefentatives of 
the twelve triles,—“pafs over before the ark of 
the Lord your God into the mid of Jordan, 
and take ye up every man of. you’a ftone upon 
his fhoulder, according unto the number of the 
tribes. of the children of Ifrael : That this may 

_bea fign among you that when-your children 

afk their fathers in time to come, faying, What 
mean.ye by thefe flones ? Then ye fhall anfwer 
then, that the waters of Jordan were cut off be- 

: fore 


A 
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fore the ark of the covenant of the Lord, when 
it pafled over Jordan, thewaters of Jordan were 
cut off ; and thefe ftones fhallbe a memorial un- 
to the children of Ifrael forever.” But a memo- 
rial of what ? Not fimply that fuch a thing was 
done, but that they were bound to acknowledge 
the marvellous loving kindue/s and aftonifhing in- 
ierpofition of God therein. As often as they faw 
this monument they were reminded of God’s 
goodnefs in their falvation ; and it was a eonftant 
demand of their dutiful and thankful obedience. 


; 5. Suen a monument fervedto admonith them 
of the neceffity of relying on the Lord in every 
exigence for the future. . 


Tury had been taught, by forrowful expeti- 
ence, that the ‘‘race was not to’ the fwift, nor the 
battle to the ftrong,” yea that fuccefs did not al- 
ways attend the name and profeffion of religion, 
or the external tokens of God’s prefence, buta — 
real, penitent tru{t in him. And Samuel, at leat 
was fenfible that one falvation did not enfure ano- 
ther, nor was. even an earneft of it, without the 
like truft ingGod. The fin that procuréd their 
defeat ‘ora being pardoned upon their re- 
petitance, the pardon was fealed upon this glori- 
ous victory, in the very fame place, where they 
had before fuffered lofs. 


Samuel faith, ‘hitherto hath the Lord helped 
us,” which, at the fame time that it expreffes his 
thankfulnefs for what they had now received, 


exprefles 
a ~ 
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expreffes a doubt for the future. Hitherto, thing¢ 
have done well, bat what God may yet do with © 
tis, we know not. -'This doubt, however, muft 
arife from the ficklenefs, or inconftancy of the 
people, and from a fear that they would not con- 
tinue their obedience and dependence on provi- 
dence. For, none could be more confident than 
Samuel was that this would affure them fuccefs ;— 
when he faid, before this falvation, “if ye dore- — 
turn unto the Lord with all your hearts—and 
prepare your hearts unto the Lord and ferve him 
only, he will deliver you out of the hands of the 
Philiftines.” So that thismonument and inferip- 
tion, taught the neceflity of a truft in God, in all 
future time, in every day of necd. 


Ir, thefe now, and fuch like are the valuable 
ends fuch monuments and fuch infcriptions 
ferve:—how fuitable muft it be, in the next place, 
to confidcr, 


SrconpLy. How frequently God in his kind 
providence gives his people occafion to ereé&t them. 


Anp indeed while we are looking on the various 
help of the Lord in time paft ; wh all we con- 
fider it with reference to? And t at period of 
time fhal] we look back ? Shall we confider it 
with reference only to the prefent day of uncom- 
mon diftrefs? Or, from the firft fettlement of the 
‘country ? Or, fromthe earlieft accounts of time? 
And more efpecially with reference to the church 
of God? For, verily God has wonderfully ap- 

peared © 
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peated for -his peopte,—for their deliverance and 
elp ever fince he hada ‘church in the world. 


ALTHoucH, he has faffered enemies to rife 
up and diftrefs, yet not to deftroy it, The burn- 
ing bufh has not been confumed ! | 


Anp with regard to the chriftian church,’ he 
has founded it upon a rock, and promifed that 
the gates of hell fhall not prevail againft it. 
And that promife fhall ftand in fpite of all the 
powers of earth and the invifible world. Every 
generation fince, has had reafon to praife God 
forhis goodmefs herein, and every generation fhall 
have reafon to do it, as long as the fun and moon 
fhall endure. 


But ther, how confpicucus and wonderful 


has been the belp of the Lord, in and fince thee 


firft fertlement of this country. 


Let us look back and confider what a dreary 
wildernefs this was, little more than a’ century 
‘and half ago ; and realize what could induce out 
forefathers to,exchange a rich, fruitfal aad long 
cultivated f theie nativeland ;) for this, then, 
barren and howling wildernefs ; bat the hope of 
exchanging, at the fame time, tyranny ar} op= 
preflion, fof liberty and religion—thé rights of 
men and liberty of confcience. 


Axp how vifible was the help of the Lord, ia 
perfecting their plan and bringing iz to effeét— 
that 


- 
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that when they had efcaped the dangers of the 
fea, being few in number and ftrangers in the 


land, that the native Savages did not fwallow 
them up-quick. : 


Bur that God, who could preferve Daniel 
from themercilefs jaws of hungry fions,preferved 
thefe.exiles from the power of this blood-thirfty 
people ! 


We got not the land by our own fword, nei- 
ther did our own arm faveus, but thy right hand, 
and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, 
becaufe thou hadft a favour unto us. 


Gop has driven otit the heathen by little and 
little; and made room for this vine which is of — 
his own right-hand’s planting. © 


And, how often have we experienced the help — 
of the Lord in the wars we have been engaged 
in with the natives and their French neighbours ' 
What falvations have been wrought for as when 
in danger ? : 


Wat deliverances in time i oe How has 
God preferved 4imericans from the {word, fa- 
mine and peftilence ; and caufed them greatly to 
increafe ; fo that they are become egmparatively 
a great people. i 


ANp in the courfe of the laft war, the feat of 
which was in America, after fome great difap- 
Z pointments, 
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appointments, heavy loffes and fpecial difcourage- 
ments ; when it was manifelt we greatly needed 
the help of the Lord: How did God, as it were, 
turn again our captivity; or, rather turn out 
moutning into joy? And by what a feries of © 
fucceffes did the Lord deliver his people ? And by 
what conquefts over our enemies? When he gave 
them as duft to our fword and us driven, Rubble 
to our bow ; catfed them to lick the duft—and 
us to fet our feet upon their necks. Yea we 
were led from one fuccefs and victory to another, 
by the powerful hand of the Lord of Holts, un- 
til our conquelt was finally fo compleat; that, 
-as it was tho’: Englifa America would be, for- 
ever, delivered from troubles of that fort, which 
the had been harrafled with, from her firft fettle- 
ment: That the bitternefs of war was over in 
this land ; that the fnare,was broken, and that 
we had, finally efcaped. 


But, “the Lord feeth not as man feeth.” What 
was in the womb of providence, and what deter- 
minations in the right haad of the moft high 
God, refpeating us, we know not. 


How millgken have we been !——-As David 
when hegot rid of Saul and hisfamily, had thofe 
of his own houfe rife up againft him, whe bro’t 
him into neg, and greater troubles, than he had 
before: Som@pbas been with us, thofe of ourown 
houfe, as it were, have rifen up.againit us, 


oo. ty ae 
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Our troubles now come from what we were 
once fond to call our parent {tate ; who have 
afflumed and exercifed an unconftitutional, illegal, 
and unreafonable authority over us: * Whofe 
oppreflions have been enumerated and thus de- 
nominated by the united wifdom of the Conti- 
nent. T 


Bur however in the midft of all the defigns 
‘of our enemies to diftrefs and enflave us, the 
help of the Lord has been very coafpicuous ; 
and that in innumerable inftances. 


' 


A Few of thofe that are moft obvious I fhall 
mention. And it is obfervable, that, however 
fecret and fkulking the attack of our enemies was 
at laft ; yet it was happy that the fears of people 
had got previoufly alarmed ; and the galling yoke 
of tyranny began to be fo feverely felt, that, 
every denomination tho’t it would foon be intol- 
Jerable, and hence, were forced into a refolution, 
to fpend time and money, with their utmoft en- 
deavours, for the fervice and in defence of the 
rights and privileges of their country. 


Anp indeed what had become. of us on the 
19th of April, 1775. When men were called, 
fo 


#@ vid. Rev. Cook’s Sermon upon roth prt 


* The fumble Petitions of the Congrefs to the throne. 
t . 5 ie 
Bat more (ally ia the declaration of Independence 
\ whieh rhe ufurpstion, tyranny and unrelenting cruelty 
a vain compelled us to at lak. 
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fo fuddenly, to buckle on their armour ; if they 
had not proved it before ; and if thelr had not 
been fome previous care taken by the colonies to. 
get equipt, and into an acquaintance with the 
ufe of arms and military exercifes———But as 
God prepared the way for J/rael into Canaan— 
and for our forefathers into this land :—So did 
_he for that critical day, by infpiring people with 
a military {pirit-—diffufing ic thro’ the province — 
and land, in a greater -degreethan waseyer known 
before ; ._ difpofing people of all ages and deno- 
minations (except fuch ashave been in oppofitions 
to all our meafures) to prepare themfelves for 
the time, when the cloud (of war) fhould break 
upon them, 


AnD the help of the Lord was {een, alierward, 
§n' that,’ altho’ our enemies meant itfor cvil-(as 
jt was an evil indeed to individuals) yet the Lord 
meant it for goody: and made the horrid murders 
of that day, an occafion of uniting the Golonies, 
beyond the expectation of the moft confident “ 
whig. From that day, a dctermination was for- 
med, to ftand by-each other in Oppofing tyranny 
and flavery then breaking in pon us like a flood, 

4 : i 

‘Moreover, ihe help of the Lord was con- 
fpicuous, in the pityand | “benevolence of our fitter 
Staces to this Province, when bro’t under unheard . 
of oppreffians®; when they we are difpofed to fend 
jo to. us, all the aid they could, in that time of © 
diftrefs, not only by information and counfel, 


bur 


‘ 


8) 
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but ia moft liberal donations of money and pro- 
vifion, for thofe thow/ands that by the cruelty of 
the Port- Bill were cut off, from the ufual means 
of fubfiftence.: 


Tue help of the Lord was confpicuous like- 
wife, in that, when the exigency of our affairs, 
as was tho't, called for a fufpenfion of courts of 
juftice, and fo of the operation and execution of 
Jaws, when every man’s life and property became 
expofed to the Jawlefs and violene ; that there 
were fuch remarkable reftraints on the Jufts and 
paflions of men ; as that it was tho’t, by the can- 
aid and obferving, there were, at that time, fewer 
OVert-aéts and outrages punifhable by law, than 
ufual. 

AnoTHER inftance of the help of the Lord, 
worthy of notice is, that fo many of that fmall 
part of thecommunity that were differently mind- 
ed in political things from the body of the peo- 
' ple; and who from principle, intereft or prejudice, 
i acted in oppofition to the common caule, fled 
from the midit of us in the beginning of our 
i troubles, 


WuetHer the particular defign of their flee- 
ing to the metropolis, was perfonal fafety, as they 
pretended ; or, for diftin@ion andsapplaufe on 
the other fide the water as others fuppofed : Yet 
we are convinced, from the conduct of thofe | 
that were left behind, thatthe removal of thena 

: ‘ wut that 
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that went, ‘has contributed’ much to our fafety. 
And we never have had fo much reafon to with 
them back again, as to with others, of the fame 
dangerous principles, with them. Defigning men, 
among ourfelves, muft be more dangerous to the 
community, than when joined with an open 
enemy. : 


Moreover, How plain was the help of the 
ord, that the diffolution ef our General. Af 
fembly—the legiflator of the Province, was, in 
fo great a meafure, remedied by a voluntary pro- 


vincial Congrefs, who tranfaéted matters, with as 


much prudence, and to as good purpofe, as poffi- 
ble, under, our then, broken circumftances.. + 


FURTHERMORE, How evident has been the | 


help of the Lord, in forming and affembling the 
Continental Congrefs,—the Grand Council of 
thefe United States, in oppofition to the united 
wifhes and joint endeavours of our enemies on 
the other fide the Atlantic, and of their emjffa 
ries here. : 


AnD indeed, the help of the Lord is not 
more to be taken notice of, in bringing that 
very re/pectable Affembly into being at firft, than 
"his bleffing and prefence with them, fince. 


How evidently, did God blefs and dire& them . 


in the appointment of- able Generals: for our 
~army, and efpecially of his ExceELLENcY Ge- 
; NERAL 


e 
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NERAL WasHINGTOoN, the commander in 
chief, whofe prudence, wifdom, fkill and cou- 
rage have all along been the envy of his enemies, 
and admiration of his friends. 


FuRTHERMORE, How plainly has the help 


_ ofthe Lord appeared in the many deliverances 


wrot for our army in one time of danger and 
another? What falvations, has God granted ? 
What fuccefles, has he given thefm—in {ome in- 
ftances very remarkable indeed! Which haye been 
mentioned before upon this anniverfary. 


Ler us go on then, to mention ¢he help 
of the Lord, in the fuccours we received 
from foreign powers in warlike ftores, &c.— 
but efpecially in that open, generous alliance 
formed between his Mof Chriflian Majely, 
and the United States of America. Al\fo the 
bleffiag and help of the Lord is great, in preferv- 
ing the union of thefe States, when every method 
has been ufed both from within,and without our- 
felves, to difunite and weaken us. And we may 
reckonamong the bleflings of God,the remarkable 
health which has been generally enjoyed in the 
courfe of the war,—altho’ fome particular places 
have been vifited with ficknefs. And alfo, that 
God has hitherto granted us provifions for 
the fopport of our armies. But the time would 
fail me, to mention the one half of the inftances 


—Jm which the help of the Lord has been remark- 


ably experienced.—Surely if we add to what 
has 


° 
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has been mentioned, the goodne% of God in 
continuing to us the privileges of the gofpel, it 
mutt be granted that we have reafon to /et wp our’ 
Ebenezer andfay, hitherto bath the Lord helped ut, 


AnD now, my friends fuch helps of the 
Lord, it. becomes us to recognize upon. this 
occafion, even when met together to deprecate 
the horrors of war in general the bloody 
fcenes of this ia particulap——more efpecially 
the inhuman murders that were committed in 
this place, when the Flames of War fick broke, 
out among us. 


Tus Jay and this offembly are the memorial 
of the aineteenth of April, 1775. reeng 


Anp this is the place, where the bloody tras 
gedy begun, . 


Tus very houfe is a monument of the 
violence and rage of our enemies ! and here, 
is the. ( 4celdama or) Field of Blood, where fo 
many of our fricnds wallowed in their gore— 
O dreadful day ! O fhocking event ! 


Inperep fuch as regard not a providence 
herein, may rafhiy fay, with Job, in the bit- 
ternefs of his. fouls. 
darknefs, fet not God regard it from above, 
neither let the light thine upon it. Let dark- 
nefs and the fhadow of death ftain it, ler a cloud 

dwell 


= 


“Let that day be — , 


p4 ‘The help of the LORD tobe 
dwell upon it, let the blacknefs of the day 
terrify it.” 


Bur we, rather, acknowledge the righteous 
hand of God,—and with our bereaved friends, 
may licar the rod and who hath appointed it,— 
and acknowledge with us, the help of the Lord 


‘in that day, when God remembered mercy in 


the midft of judgment. 


SucH is the make of man—and fuch the 
feelings of the human heart, .efpecially when 


under the aids of religion, as rendered impoflible 


that we fhould not fympathize with you, my 
friends, in that day of uncommon diftrefs.—But 
who could adept the feelings of thofe who 
faw their houfes in flames, and dwelling-places, 
by the malice of an enemy, finking into ruins? 


How mtich lef, the piercing anguifh of foul, 
which they endured, whofe friends—Fathers— 
Hufbands or Children, were left breathlefs corpfes 


on the ground ? 


Sucu a fight, or fuch tidings, in confequence 
of the hellifn machinations of an enemy, mult 
afflict the foul with the mott flinging remorfe. 


For your fapport, we have in our refpective 
{tations and capacities, moft ardently prayed to | 
God,—and with you we {till fympathize. 

Bor. 


& 
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Bur have you not even in the days of your 
mourning, experienced much of the help of the 
Lord ?—the goodnefs of God in fupporting you 
under your trials? In fan&ifying your bereave- 
ments ? In wiping away your tears ? So that you 
have reafon to acknowledge “ hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us.” O then ftill commit your 
way to God—caft your burden upon him, “a 
father of the fatherlefs and a judge of the wi- 
dows, is God in his holy habitation.” : 


Bur altho’ my friends, your calamities made 
the firft, and therefore the deepeft impreffions 
on our fympathetic hearts: Yet how many 
hundred families ? and how many thoufand 
fouls, have fince become your brethren in dif. 
urcfs > diftrefs attended with more apgravating 
circumftances ftill. For, as has been obferved to 
you upon this occafion, before ; “* your friends, 
altho’ murdered by the enemy—fleep quietly 
here, while others aré lamenting the lofs of 
their friends, equally dear to them, whofe bones 
are fcattered at the grave’s mouth, or have been 
inhumanly buried with the burial of an fs, 
drawn and caft forth.” F 


But befide, how many have the defolations 1 
of war, and wantonncfs of the enemy, ftript of ! 
habitations, who have, now, no certain dwel- 
ling-places to hide their weeping eyes, or con- 
‘fole their aching hearts, 


‘V7, How are the miferies of war to be deprecated ! 
D FaTHERS 
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FaTHERs ftooping forage, are bowed down 
more heavily, under the lofles of fons that were 
the fupport of their years, and confidence of their 
grey heads. And widows, at this day, in tears, 
with their fatherlefs children around them cry- 
ing for bread—a  fituation that muft move 
the compaflions of a ftene ! We mutt, then, 
mingle our tears with their’s alfo, and divide 
our pity and prayers betwixt them and you-—— 
and muft even requeft you to join with us, in 
our moft ardent cries to God—the father of 
mercies, that he would compaffionate the dif- 
trefles of fuch—fanétify their forrows to them, 
and feed, cover and defend them, until thefe 
calamities are overpaffed. 


I wovLp now turn a particular addrefs to 
the military companies, whe appear in arms to 
aid and honor this folemnity. | 


My friends, it is owing to the help of the 
Lord,—to his {paring diftinguifhing mer- 
cy, that you efcaped, that day when your 
neighbours and fellow-foldiers flept in death ! 
And while God has made their deaths an 
admonition to you to be ready—even for a f{ud- 
Gen death yourfelves ;—{o to, hear—that the 
* voice of your brother's bleod crieth to God 
from the ground.” Ir was here, ty the 
permiffion of providence, that an ideal war, 
was firft converted into realiry, here the 
{word was fist drawn, and here the flames of 
war firft broke out, which have fiuce fpread 
‘through the land, THE 
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Tue bravery and prudence, fo confpicuous 
in the militia of Lexington, on that alarming 
day, which we commemorate ; have, 1 believe, 


met with univerfal approbation. And a defire’ 


to avenge the blood of your flaughtered bre- 
thren and defend your country, has led you to 
cultivate the art of war, and infpired you with 


the {pirit and refolution of foldiers,-a charaéter . 


which the prefent times have taught us, is moft 
refpectable indeed. Soldiers are an order of 
men of as high importance as any at all: Yea, 
they are the very guardians of other orders, and 
one of the main pillars of the ftate :—Soldiers 
when under the reftraints of con{cience, and 
religious principles, fhine with as brilliant a 
character, and are as juftly efteemed as any fet 
of men whatfoever. 


Anpv as God, in his providence, called you 
into the fore-front of danger, ftrive to be fore- 
moft in cultivating the neceffary art of war. And 
as the war has {pread from this place—from this 
place may military fkill be diffafed likewife. 
But, be concerned, efpecially, to lift under the 
Banner of Jefus Chrift, and purfue, with unre- 
mitting diligence and care, your {piritual war- 
*, fare—that 10 he, who is the Captain of your 
Salvation, may lead you to the compleat congueft 
of all yeur fpiritual enemies—and into the glo- 
rious Liberty of the Sons of God, 


And naw, I fhall conclude, with a word to 
this whole affembly. 


oe help of LORD to be 


Autuovcu he that girdeth on the harnefs 
may not boaft himfelf as he that putteth it off, 
—yet fince God has thus far fupported our ~ 
caufe, and granted us fo many and fuch won- 
derful deliverances ; fo many falvations,—given 
us reafon to fay, hitherta hath the Lord helped 
us ; can we difhonor him, and fo much debafe 
our chriftian charaéter, as to diftruft the good- 
nefs of his providence for the future? or con- 
tinue our fins which have before incurred his 
anger > let us realize, that as it was our wicked- 
nefs that drawed down thefe judgments upon 
us, fo it is fin only that can feperate between us 
and our God for the future. ‘‘ But, they that 
truft in the Lord fhall be as Mount Zion, which 
cannot be removed.”—~Truft in him, then, at 
all times ye people, pour out your hearts before 
him, God.is a refuge for us. He is able to come 
pleat our Salvation from all our enemies. 


Truly iris yet a day of darknefs but, re- 
member, light is fown for the righteous, and 


~ gladnefs for the upright in heart. Don’t let us 


deftroy ourfelves by our difobedience and rebel- 
lion againft God : But, may every order of men, 
confider their ways, repent and turn from all 
their tranfgreffions, fo iniquity fhall not prove 
our ruin. 


Tue means of help, then, are fo far in our 
own hands. When, therefore, individuals fhall 
humble themfelves, and mourn for their Sins--— 

when 
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when the public thall become reformed—when 
the fpirit-of Chrift fhall reign in men’s hearts— 
when finful praétices fhall be laid afide, and 
the dutics we owe. to God and man fhall be 
faithfully performed ;—O then fhall we have 
affurance of the removal of God’s judgments 
that wars will ceafe to the ends of the earth——— 
this world fhall then become a_paradife of plea- 
fare——then fhall our light break forth as ‘the 
maorhing, and our health fhall {pring forth {peedi- 
ly——our righteoufnefs_ hall go before us, and 
the glory of the Lord fhall be our reer-ward. 
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